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From the Desk of MLCA President Anne Smith  
 The MLCA has been busy this winter with strategic planning with 
the Board of Directors as well as a few member meetings where we 
were able to learn about ways to stay connected, support our 
community and take care of ourselves. Challenges continue as we 
enter mid-winter with many trying to schedule vaccinations for 
COVID, friends and neighbors continuing to battle COVID as well as those working to 
keep us safe and strong finding ways to carry on. Our schools are open with safe protocols 
in place, and Southold Town continues hold virtual meetings so our voices can be heard. 
Your Civic Association is striving to keep you connected and informed. Our January 
meeting found us gathered to say hello, remind ourselves about WHY we are members of 
MLCA and sharing ideas and concerns for us to pursue.  
 This newsletter has several updates of interest. These including our efforts to update 
our website and social media to increase access to our work and encourage new 
memberships, updates on the Mattituck Park District, Southold Town’s efforts becoming a 
Climate Smart Community, and ways we are engaging with Southold Town’s various 
Boards to monitor and engage in public hearing on development and economic 
development. Our next big effort will be to understand the impact of the newly released 
Traffic Study about the heart of Mattituck. 
 The term Smart Growth comes up when researching best practices in balancing 
development efforts with conservation and preservation goals. The Southold Town 
Comprehensive Plan continues to be our frame or our prism for examining all aspects of 
“…future planning…compatible with existing community character while supporting and 
addressing the challenges of continued land preservation, maintaining a vibrant local 
economy, creating efficiency transportation, promoting a diverse housing stock, expanding 
recreational opportunities and protecting natural resources.” (Southold Town 
Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement). 
 The MLCA survey is in your email. Please take a few minutes to follow the link to our 
Survey Monkey questions. Your input will help us plan and perhaps you will find a project 
you would like to help with during 2021! What better way to make a difference than 
partnering with friends and neighbors to make our hamlets the best they can be! Hope 
you see all of you at our February 22 Monday night meeting. Join us to learn about the 
North Fork Dark Sky Coalition and updates from the Board.



MLCA has worked on traffic calming in Mattituck since our beginning. 

 In fact, it was our public meetings and planning sessions in 2015 and 2016 that 
generated: 

• The Traffic Calming Project Report (April 19, 2016) which prompted Suffolk County to 
provide Southold Town with a $20,000 grant to study the traffic and pedestrian safety in 
Mattituck on Main Road between Bay Avenue and Pike Street. The Town's current 
Mattituck Traffic and Safety Study Report is a direct outcome of MLCA action. 

• The limited but welcome traffic management improvements on Old Sound Avenue 
starting at its intersection of Main Road and Love Lane. 

The information below will soon be on our website. While that posting is in process, we 
encourage you to review where this project began, how it evolved, and where it is today. 

Read the just-released Mattituck Traffic and Safety Study Report here: 

http://southoldtownny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8447/Southold-Mattituck-Traffic-and-
Ped-Safety-Study-Report  

Watch for a special meeting to learn about the study 
and let us know your thoughts and ideas. The Town 
Board will be holding meetings to explain the study 
and engage the community. MLCA will be meeting 
with our local businesses and others to gather input on 
the findings. 

MLCA Webpage gets an UPGRADE 
    
On the digital front, we’re planning for two upgrades. First, we plan to introduce a 
new Facebook page for members only. On this members-only Facebook page, we’ll 
conduct MLCA business including everything from monthly meeting notices, 
Board minutes, and so on. The goal is to augment our regular newsletter and 
encourage more awareness and discussion of MLCA goings-on. Meanwhile, we’ll 
keep our existing Facebook page and sharpen its focus on issues and events 
specific to MLCA and the East End. Second, we’ll be reorganizing and updating 
our webpage. We want to accomplish two things:   Include more, easier-to-access 
information about issues that MLCA is addressing, and build up the website’s 
resources and links to establish it as a key location for self-informing. More on 
both of these upgrades in the weeks ahead. 

http://southoldtownny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8447/Southold-Mattituck-Traffic-and-Ped-Safety-Study-Report
http://southoldtownny.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8447/Southold-Mattituck-Traffic-and-Ped-Safety-Study-Report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mlca.mttk.lrl/
https://www.mattitucklaurelcivic.org/


Briefings

A Word from MLCA Treasurer, George Maul 

 I would like to take the time to thank our membership for their generosity throughout the past 
year. The MLCA was able to help many in need through such trying times thanks to your 
contributions.  
 As you know, the MLCA provides a $1,000 scholarship to a deserving, civic-minded high school 
graduate each year. As we pass the midpoint of the school year, we find our scholarship fund in dire 
need of a boost. Please consider a donation to help us reach our goal.  
 Lastly, please do not forget to tell a friend or neighbor about us! Increasing our membership 

strengthens our voice. You will find our membership form at the end of this newsletter.    — George 

Update from Mattituck Park District by Chairman Charlie Gueli 

 The Mattituck Park District has many things to accomplish during 2021. There are several 
maintenance issues which need attention: drainage at Aldrich Road Fields; repairs to the 
playground, water pressure problems, and better ventilation of the public restrooms at Vet’s Park; 
repairing and launching the floating docks and opening the bathrooms at Love Lane Park; leaks at 
Bailie Beach Lodge and erosion of dunes above the beach; parking lot patching and fence repair at 
the Yacht Club property.  

 Once the maintenance and repairs are under control, the commissioners are anxious to enhance 
the facilities for recreational use.  We are hoping to institute a night at the park once a month from 
May through October; we’d like to have theatre in the park with the cooperation of the North Fork 
Community Theatre; and a weekend of Art in the Park with the folks at East End Arts.  Lastly, we 
need to start providing a playground at Breakwater Beach and we’d like to create a dog run behind 
the ball field at the Yacht Club. 
 It’s an ambitious agenda, but we believe it can be done and that the residents of Mattituck-
Laurel deserve better access to our recreational facilities. 

Please don’t forget to check out the programs and events with our partners at the Mattituck-
Laurel Library at this link: www.shorturl.at/tBFV6   

http://www.shorturl.at/tBFV6


Updates

MLCA Member Survey 

 The long anticipated MLCA member survey has arrived!  Survey Link: 
  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32C3HN8 

 Please take a few moments to complete our MLCA Survey. The "other" option at the end of 
some questions allows you to customize a response or share ideas. Some issues that were shared at 
our last member meeting and other contacts included keeping up with the air traffic issues, lot 
coverage and tree clearing, beach clean-up and of course traffic!   We welcome all ideas and any 
input that will help make MLCA the best it can be! 
 There is a link, a QR code for phone use, and information on our website in this email. It should 
take about 10- 15 minutes to complete the survey. 
 If you know others who would like to join and participate in the survey as a result please direct 
them to our webpage to join the MLCA.New members will then be able to take the survey. Here is 
the webpage link   for the MLCA:  https://www.mattitucklaurelcivic.org.  We need to increase 
membership to make our voices heard as we advocate for the vision of the MLCA and we need your 
input and whatever level of participation you have spare! 
 I would like to thank everyone for their participation. I would like to thank your Board of 
Directors who put in many hours each month to make MLCA a vibrant and influential association 

to  Inform,  Enhance, Preserve  our communities. Civic engagement will make our community 
stronger. 

MLCA Meeting Reports 

November Meeting: Your MLCA Board presented a panel of experts called “Taking Care”; on 
Monday November 30th. Part of the panel featured how you can support local initiatives designed to 
help on the local and regional level. These include Group for the East End, CAST, Parish Outreach, 
Maureen’s Haven, and service projects our Mattituck High School Student Leaders support. We 
were also able to participate in a short lesson on how to take care of ourselves with relaxation and 
breathing exercises as we all cope with the current challenges. 

January Meeting: This was a member only meeting and we discussed these questions: How will the 
MLCA Inform, Enhance and Preserve in 2021? How do we support the vision of the Comprehensive 
Plan to “preserve what we currently value while planning for a productive and viable future?” We 
learned from members that environmental issues including waterfront development, beach cleanup, 
air traffic noise, traffic issues, light pollution, and preserving land and trees are important to our 
members. Please take our survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/32C3HN8 and help us work with 
Southold Town to realize this vision from the Comprehensive Plan. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_32C3HN8&d=DwMFaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=nuF4_R7yofnDG-PyvEjJyA&m=WNa8naqeVMabQgrZFAHIFfpKtPCENXY2uwF-jXUPdUA&s=jpcKY_4Obd5RYDwMrvAaVD846pN-NCzW985tgk-aoig&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.mattitucklaurelcivic.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=slrrB7dE8n7gBJbeO0g-IQ&r=nuF4_R7yofnDG-PyvEjJyA&m=WNa8naqeVMabQgrZFAHIFfpKtPCENXY2uwF-jXUPdUA&s=l4TtBoUnBIFNKcc3hD50Xq8Mpu3VaDS62dz94zDu_JI&e=


Southold Town Work Session 2.23.21: Civics Presenting 
Representatives from each of the established Civics in Southold Town will be making a short 
presentation with a goal we have in common. This goal is to request a starting point for 
Comprehensive Plan implementation. House size/Lot coverage codes and improving options for 
attainable housing in our communities will be discussed. Southold Town Board is interested in 
starting implementation discussion and will behosting open public meetings to talk about Land Use 
issues and Code and Zoning Map updates as described in the Comprehensive Plan. Updates to 
follow. 

North Fork Dark Sky Week April 5-12, 2021 

 The North Fork Dark Sky Coalition joins us at our February meeting to 
provide an overview of activities and events planned for International Dark 
Sky Week, April 5 through 12, 2021.  
 Learn about the beauty and value of nighttime darkness, and the Town’s 
“dark sky” artificial lighting code. The coalition will share its plans for a 
range of educational and experiential events focused on the beauty and value 
of nighttime darkness and Southold Town’s efforts to reduce artificial light 
pollution. 
 The Town Board recently passed a resolution supporting International 
Dark Sky Week in Southold Town and applauding North Fork Dark Sky 
Coalition members –Custer Institute, North Fork Audubon Society, Group for 
The East End, Coffee Pot Cellars, North Fork Environmental Council, and 
MLCA. 
 In addition to astronomy and nature programs, Coalition activities will help residents and 
businesses better understand the Town’s dark sky code and how to comply. 

Past MLCA Scholarship Recipients 

 We just posted a video from Carter Montgomery 
on the MLCA YouTube Channel. Carter was the 
recipient of the MLCA Scholarship in 2017 and is 
currently studying at Florida State University. We 

have asked our other previous recipients for their academic updates 
which we will share with the membership when we receive them.  

Updates

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
 indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”       — Margaret Mead



Did You Know that Southold Town is both a “Clean Energy Community” 
AND a “Climate Smart Community”?

Both programs are administered by the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority. 
“NYSERDA” offers objective information and 
analysis, innovative programs, technical expertise, 
and support to help New Yorkers increase energy 
efficiency, save money, use renewable energy, and 
reduce reliance on fossil fuels. Additional 
information on NYSERDA can be found here: 
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov  

About the NYS Clean Energy Communities 
Program: 
Local governments in New York State can use the 
“CEC” program to implement clean energy actions, 
save energy costs, create jobs, and improve the 
environment. In addition to providing tools, 
resources, and technical assistance, the program 
recognizes and rewards leadership for the 
completion of clean energy projects.  
At no cost to the local government, professional 
CEC coordinators are available to help local 
leaders . 
•Develop and prioritize clean energy goals; 
•Access guidance resources such as templates for    
legislation, procurement, and contracts; 
•Take advantage of available funding and technical 
assistance opportunities. 

 
How it Works: 
Communities  that complete 4 out of 10 NYSERDA 
“High Impact Actions” and meet all other eligibility 
requirements are designated by New York State as a 
Clean Energy Community and become eligible to 
apply for grants to fund additional clean energy 
projects. 
The Town of Southold was the first small 
community (<40,000 population) on Long Island to 
be designated a Clean Energy Community by 
NYSERDA by completing the following actions: 

•Benchmarking: Established Local Law 11-2016 to 
benchmark and annually disclose energy use 
statistics in municipal buildings. 
•Unified Solar Permit: Adopted a solar fast track 
program to expedite all applications for standard 
installations of solar electric and solar hot water 
energy systems on residential buildings and legal 
accessory structures on residential property. 
•Clean Fleets: Installed electric vehicle charging 
stations and deployed an electric vehicle as part of 
the Town’s vehicle fleet. EV charging stations are 
located at Town Hall, Peconic Community School, 
and the Mattituck Human Resource Center. 
•Energy Code Enforcement Training: Trained 
code compliance officers on the newest energy code 
adopted in New York State and in the best practices 
of energy code enforcement, including a 
collaborative plans review and joint on-site 
inspections of local construction projects. 

Upon designation, the Town of Southold became 
eligible to apply for (and received) a $100,000 grant 
to fund additional clean energy projects. The Town 
has put this grant to use by installing solar panels at 
the Southold Animal Shelter. This will be the first 
Town building to be powered by solar and it is 
expected to offset more than 100 percent of the 
building’s annual electricity usage. In addition to 
the grant itself, a $25,000 “rebate” for the completed 
project is expected from NYSERDA. 

About the NYS Climate Smart Communities 
Certification Program 
The Climate Smart Communities (CSC) program 
began in 2009 as an interagency initiative of New 
York. It is jointly sponsored by the Dept. of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC); NYSERDA; Dept. 
of Public Service; Dept. of State; Dept. of  Transpor-

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/


tation; Dept. of Health; and Power Authority 
(NYPA). The DEC acts as the main administrator of 
the program. 
The original focus was on encouraging local 
governments to commit to act on climate change by 
passing a resolution containing the 10-point CSC 
Pledge. Since 2014, the certification program is the 
next step in program evolution; it provides specific 
guidance on how to implement the CSC pledge. In 
order to be designated a Certified CSC, a muni-
cipality must go beyond the CSC Pledge by com-
pleting and documenting a suite of actions that 
mitigate and adapt to climate change at localy. 
Communities earn points toward certification for 
each action they complete. In addition to 
accumulating points, each community must 
complete a number of mandatory and priority 
actions at each level of certification (bronze, silver 
and gold).  

Actions (Pledge Elements): 
1. Build a climate-smart community. 
2. Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for 
climate action. 
3. Decrease energy use. 
4. Shift to clean, renewable energy. 
5. Use climate-smart materials management. 
6. Implement climate-smart land use. 
7. Enhance community resilience to climate change. 
8. Support a green innovation economy. 
9. Inform and inspire the public. 
10. Engage in an evolving process of climate actions. 
More detail about the 10 Pledge Elements can be 
found at: https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-
certification/actions/  

Benefits of participating in the CSC Certification 
program include: 
•State-level recognition for each community’s 
leadership 
•A robust framework to organize local climate 

•Streamlined access to resources, training, tools 
and expert guidance 
•Networking and sharing best practices with peers 

By implementing certification actions, Southold 
Town residents gain the following benefits: 
•Cost savings through greater efficiency 
•Greater energy independence and security 
•Improved air quality from switching to clean 
energy 
•Healthier, more walkable urban centers through 
smart growth 
•Conservation of green spaces for recreation and 
biodiversity 
•Reduction of future flood risk through climate 
change adaptation strategies 
•Investment in an economy that supports 
sustainability and green businesses 
•Greater engagement with residents who care 
about the future of their hometowns Grants 
Several NYS agencies provide funding to support 
completion of CSC certification actions. 

Technical Assistance 
Regional coordinators are available to provide free 
technical support to local governments as they 
implement clean energy projects and work toward 
CSC certification. The regional coordinators 
provide on-demand consulting services, including 
assistance with templates (e.g., for legislation and 
procurement) and guidance on taking advantage of 
funding opportunities. NYSERDA funds these 
Clean Energy Community Coordinators. 
The Southold Town Board took the NYS CSC 
Pledge in late 2019, established a CSC Task Force  
and is working towards certification status by 
implementing ways to help reduce greenhouse 
gases and establish other energy efficiencies in our 
Town. Southold’s government, residents, and 
businesses, working together, can become part of 
the solutions.  

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/
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Membership Signup & Donation Form 

Enclosed is my check for membership or a donation, as checked: 

Friend $15   _________   Individual $25   _________   Family $40   _________ 

Business $55    _________   Lifetime Member $500   _________    

Donation $   _________    

Name:   ______________________________ 

Address:   ______________________________ 

                ______________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________ 

Email: ______________________________   

You can mail this form, with your check, to: 

MLCA, PO Box 465, Mattituck, NY 11952 

You can also use PayPal and send the funds to mlcadonations@gmail.com 

 Please indicate in the memo if the payment is for a membership or donation. 

   

 I would be interested in joining a committee or volunteering – please 

 let me know more!  The best way to contact me is by   ________________. 

 Looking for a gift for someone who has everything? Why not gift a member- 

 ship? Fill out the form above and please provide how you want the card to   

 read: ___________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 Additional Comments and Suggestions: _______________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 


